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Rural Hospitals 

 Approximately 125,000 Sq. Miles; 5.2 
Million Population (14%) 
 44 of 58 Counties 
 (Rural counties are counties with more 
 than 80% of their land mass defined as 
 rural or frontier) 
 Rural population tends to be older; 
 approximately 37% are ages 45 and over 
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Rural Hospitals 

 Entirely rural counties containing no urban 
population: 
 
 
 Predominantly “rural” counties where 
 50% or more of the county population 
 lives in a rural area: 
 

 ALPINE 
 MARIPOSA * 

 SIERRA 
 TRINITY * 

 Plumas * 
 Calaveras 
 Modoc * 

 Siskiyou * 
 Amador * 
 Lassen * 
 Mono * 
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Rural Hospitals 

 There are 58 “small rural” hospitals based 
on the Health and Safety Code 12840, 
which was established to adjust outpatient 
rates and to maintain services in rural 
areas in 1980. 
 

 There are 34 critical access hospitals 
(CAHs) which are certified to provide cost 
based reimbursement for Medicare 
inpatient services to maintain hospital and 
emergency services in remote areas. 

 



OSHPD List of Small and Rural 
Hospitals 
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Map of Rural Hospitals in 
California 
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Rural Hospitals - STRENGTHS 

 Anchor other services in their 
communities: 
 Skilled Nursing 
 Home Health 
 Ambulance 

 

 Provide economic stability by: 
 Employing Residents 
 Purchasing Goods & Services 
 Paying Local/State Taxes 
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Rural Hospitals - CHALLENGES 

 Workforce 

 Unfunded Mandates 

 Regulation 

 Transformation of Payment Models 
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Thank You 

For questions or further information: 
 
Peggy Broussard Wheeler 
Vice President, Rural Health Care and Governance 
California Hospital Association 
1215 K Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone: 916-552-7689 
Fax:  916-554-2289 
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