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Health Care Costs Causing Economic Hardship for 
Large Majority of Californians
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Six in 10 Californians Skipped or 
Delayed Care Due to Cost Last Year
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Worry

Source: CHCF 2026 California Health Policy Survey, available at https://www.chcf.org/resource/2026-california-health-policy-survey/ 
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Health Care Affordability is Californians’ Top Policy 
Priority for the Legislature and Governor in 2026 

Somewhat 
or Not 

Important, 
17%

Extremely or 
Very 

Important, 
83%

Eight in 10 Californians Say Health 
Care Affordability is an Important 

Priority
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Source: CHCF 2026 California Health Policy Survey, available at https://www.chcf.org/resource/2026-california-health-policy-survey/ 
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System-Level Drivers of the Affordability Crisis

4Source: CHCF, The 25% Problem: Why Health Care is So Expensive, available at https://www.chcf.org/resource/why-health-care-is-so-expensive/ 
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