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More than 10,500 structures damaged or destroyed 
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More than 7,850 structures damaged or destroyed



WILDFIRE RESPONSE & RECOVERY
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Emergency Declarations

• 1/7/25: LA County Board Chair proclaims local emergency 

• 1/7/25: Governor Newsom declares one-year state of emergency

• 1/8/25: President Biden approves Major Disaster Declaration for CA

LA County Health Officer Orders

• 1/10/25: Local Health Emergency Declared Due to Fire Impacts and 
Windstorm Conditions, ratified on 1/14/25

• 1/15/25: Prohibit Unsafe Removal, Transport, and Disposal of Fire Debris to 
Ensure Community Safety; updated 3/4/25.

• 1/23/25: Prohibit the Use of Power Air Blowers Within the Palisades and 
Eaton Fire Perimeters 



Response Actions 
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Public Health Area Early Response Actions

Public 
Communications

• Created webpage to share health protection guidance, FAQs, 
resources, and information 

• Issued Smoke Advisories due to unhealthy air quality, 
Windblown Dust and Ash Advisories, and Ocean Water 
Quality Advisories

Emergency 
Preparedness 
and Response

• Activated DPH Incident Command Structure 
• Reported to Incident Command Posts and the County and 

City of LA Emergency Operations Centers 

Skilled Nursing 
Facility 

Coordination

• Inspected fire-impacted SNFs and provided bed availability 
information for patients who evacuate from SNFs

Shelter 
Inspections • Inspected evacuation shelters and fire camps

PPE & 
Education

• Provided disaster kits with PPE and educational materials at 
all evacuation shelters, re-entry check points, community 
meetings, and for staff and students at camps run by LAC 
Parks & Recreation



Type of Safety Service Services & Outcomes (as of 1/31/25) 

Assessments

• Assessed 9 shelters across LA County.
• Conducted a total of 3,747 assessments at food facilities and 

other regulated business that were ordered to evacuate due to 
the wildfires.

Community & 
Worker 
Safety 

Outreach 

• Mobilized 19 CBOs and trained 400+ CHWs to address 553 
HOO complaints, share health information, promote safety 
precautions, and connect affected communities with resources.

• Conducted 867 outreaches, reaching over 500+ workers and 20 
employers in the impacted industry.

• Trained 45 worker organization staff through the Public Health 
Councils Program about wildfire smoke safety and workers’ 
rights during active wildfires & recovery.

Client 
Services

• Served 8,703 community members at the Disaster Recovery 
Centers in Westwood and Pasadena.

Town Halls & 
Community 

Meetings 

• Attended Town Halls/Community Meetings to provide PPE and 
environmental health consultation.

Environmental Health and Worker Safety Services



Community Services
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Emergency Response Location DPH Early Response Actions

Disaster Recovery Centers (DRCs) –
January 14 – January 26

• Provided medication assistance and other 
referrals to over 650 clients at the 
Pasadena DRC and over 500 clients at the 
Westwood DRC

• Referrals to pharmacies, healthcare 
providers, DPH telehealth, and on-site MD

• Provided PPE for residents
Re-Entry Checkpoints • Provided disaster recovery kits and 

education to protect residents returning to 
fire impacted areas. 

American Red Cross Shelters • DPH supplemented nursing staffing
• Mobile Vaccine Team provided flu, COVID, 

and Hep. A vaccines at shelters



Distribution of Re-Entry Kits, Protective 
Supplies, & Air Purifiers

• Worked with DirectRelief, CalOES, and others to 
obtain re-entry kits containing PPE including 
Tyvek coverall suits, goggles, masks, gloves, 
booties.

• Provided kits and personal protective equipment 
(PPE) at DRCs, at Wildfires Resource Hub hosted 
by ENLA and Kaiser Permanente, and other 
community events.

• Stood up Public Health Distribution Points to 
provide PPE and health information to residents 
re-entering areas where homes were damaged 
and destroyed by the Eaton and Palisades Fires.

• Distributed ~3800 air purifiers to 4 County 
departments and 38 partners across 10 sectors 
including nonprofits, schools, early child care and 
education, congregate living health facilities, skilled 
nursing facilities, substance use disorder providers, 
faith-based organizations, etc.
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Website

• Added information and materials to website dedicated 
to Wildfire including public health information about 
oReturning to areas impacted by wildfires
oWorkplace health and safety
oResources for schools

• http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Wildfire/
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http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Wildfire/
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Website (cont.)



Recovery Actions

• Convening Health and Social Services 
Recovery Task Force
o Subcommittees: Environmental 

Health Impacts, Health Care Access,
Optimizing Enrollments, Vulnerable 
Populations

• Develop the LA County Post-Fire Air, Soil, 
and Water Assessment Plan

• Conducting a Rapid Needs Assessment to 
learn the best ways to help people living in 
areas affected by the Fires
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http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/wildfire/post_fire_assessment_plan.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/wildfire/docs/LA_County_Wildfire_Needs_Assessment_Survey_FAQ.pdf
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Critical Needs

• Assessment of Short-Term and Long-
Term Impacts of Air, Water, Soil Quality, 
and Debris Removal on Health and the 
Environment

• Assistance for Residents and Businesses 
in Areas Adjacent to Burned Areas or In 
Indirectly Affected Areas

• Infrastructure Support for Public Health 
for Long-Term Recovery, e.g., 
Environmental Health Permitting

14



Thank You!
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Dr. Anish Mahajan
Chief Deputy Director

Los Angeles County Department of Public Health
amahajan@ph.lacounty.gov
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